Such geographical identities and 'the struggle over geography' (Saïd 1993: 6) 1 that they imply provide the setting for a new imaginative geography: for instance, the recurrent theme of Englishness in post-devolution literature, or the revival of the travel writing genre which marked the end of decolonization. If we accept that the nation is an 'imagined community' (Anderson 1991) , then the new spaces of identity suggest new forms and formulations of the imaginary, a geo-narrative map yet to be drawn. In the last thirty years, the 'spatial turn' in social theory has reached beyond the boundaries of geography and its subdisciplines to encourage a focus on:
the spatiality of social life, a practical theoretical consciousness that sees the life world of being creatively located not only in the making of history but also in the construction of human geographies, the social production of space and the restless formation and reformation of geographical landscapes: social being actively emplaced in space and time in an explicitly historical and geographical contextualization. (Soja 1989: 10-11) Moreover, the disciplinary partitions have been eroded from within as much as from without, since the 'cultural turn' in geography has encouraged the recognition that the description of space can rarely escape social, political and even ideological implications. Just as space and place have become central to social theory, so has mapping emerged as a trope of spatial thinking and analysis. From Stuart Hall's 'maps of meaning ' (2003: 29) to Salman Rushdie's 'world mapped by stories,' 2 the map-aslogo traces itineraries through a fragmentary world of uncertain meaning.
For this issue we have selected articles that cast a fresh perspective on two areas where identity and geography intersect: the construction of identity through the imaginative recreation of place in literature: Mapping Literary Spaces; and the study of the shifting relationships of centre and periphery, exclusion and inclusion in urban settings and geopolitical confrontations: Social and Political Peripheries. 
Mapping literary spaces
The etymology of the term 'plot' goes back to Old English when one of the meanings of 'plot' or 'plat' was a plan or map of land. That this term should have migrated to describe the narrative structure of fiction reveals the parallels that can be drawn between 1 The more fully elaborated text is: 'Just as none of us is outside or beyond geography, none of us is completely free from the struggle over geography. That struggle is complex and interesting because it is not only about soldiers and cannons but also about ideas, about forms, about images and imaginings' (Saïd 1993: 6 Even in the secular variants of this trope, that include the picaresque novel and the bildungsroman, Geography is not simply the framework of travel, the background against which the action is played out, but an actor in the drama, confronting the hero with a series of physical trials and obstacles. As the journey unfolds, the hero moves not only through a physical landscape but also through the changing social landscapes that each stage brings. His mature self is built up through these successive encounters as the experiential and symbolic journey progresses.
It is a voyage of self-discovery but also a voyage of discovery about the world for the hero and the reader, that is to say, a vehicle for critiquing existing ideas, for undoing the prejudices of the group to which one belongs. Thus Mandeville's Travels contains within it, Moseley argues, a critical meditation and commentary on Western ideas and assimilates English and regional languages in a hybrid and eclectic genre that preserves the authenticity and diversity of cultural identities.
Social and political peripheries
The relationship of core and periphery and its related pairs, inclusion and exclusion, centre and margin, can be conceptualized in many different ways and shown to operate in many settings, affecting individuals, communities, or whole populations, as the articles in this section illustrate.
Social and political exclusion are so often symbolized through, realized in and reinforced by, spatial segregation. This is poignantly illustrated in Esme Cleall's article,
Silencing deafness, which describes the increased institutionalization of people with Confinement' of the 'insane,' the deaf were increasingly segregated from 'normal' society, hidden away behind the forbidding walls of Victorian institutional architecture they were out of sight and out of mind. Boarding schools offered families of deaf children the opportunity to send away, and possibly forget, the 'problem' of disability, at least on an everyday basis. Day schools for deaf children ensured that the deaf were educated separately and differently from hearing children. Physical segregation symbolized and reinforced the marginalization of the disabled.
We could cite, too, the powerful forms of contemporary exclusion that result from urban segregation, with notable examples in current debate the social and physical isolation of the banlieues around French towns and cities. Cut off from the urban centres by poor public transport and the physical obstacles of autoroutes and ring roads, they perpetuate a cycle of exclusion, poverty, prejudice and marginalization. But perhaps the most prominent discussions around this issue in recent years have addressed broader, even existential concerns: whether the individual has been 'displaced' from modern life, uprooted and exiled from space and meaningful place.
For if individual identity is rooted in place, the twentieth century saw the undermining of the frameworks that provided a stable context for the Self. The multiple dislocations of the modern world demand new ways of understanding our relationship to space, a new 'poetics of geography: a site for investigating the metaphors and narrative strategies that we use to talk about space' according to Patricia Yaeger (1996: 5) .
Much has been written over recent decades about the potential effects of the hyper refashioning of our environment, the acceleration of change and the compression of Others have argued that while it is true that identity in the modern world is increasingly loosened from all territorial ties, new landscapes of belonging are created: Arjun Appadurai, describing the creation through technological ties of networks uniting world-wide diaspora, writes of the 'ethnospaces' that unite people scattered across continents:
As groups migrate, regroup in new locations, reconstruct their histories and reconfigure their ethnic projects, the ethnic in ethnography takes on a slippery, nonlocalized quality … The landscapes of group identity-the ethnoscapes-around the world are no longer familiar anthropological objects, insofar as groups are no longer tightly territorialized, spatially bounded, historically unselfconscious or culturally homogeneous. (1996: 48) We need perhaps, moreover, to question the often implicit assumption of the 'dislocation thesis,' that there existed an unproblematic link between place and identity that characterized past generations, an idea that is sometimes reproduced even in academic theories that contrast the complex and shifting identities of the present with some golden past of identity rooted in place, and imply or extol the necessity for a return to 'supposedly unalienated direct sensory interaction with nature' (Appadurai 1996: 48) . David Harvey (2009: 187) Gerard Toal (1996: 1) has written that geography is not a noun but a verb: it does not describe what space is but studies what we do with space, imaginatively and politically.
The articles in this issue illustrate the exercise of the literary and political imagination and the role of materiality and memory in the creation of geographic representation.
They show too a new awareness of the centrality of space in the constitution of identities, and the need for a new geocritical reading of its discourse, as the interrelations of place and community are played out on the many scales of social and political life, from the local to the global.
